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FOCUS ON...
This month, we're eagerly anticipating the next Çetin Ikmen investigation, Forfeit, by
Barbara Nadel. For those who like to get stuck into a great series, this is the 23rd
Ikmen book.
The series is set in Turkey, and Barbara’s familiarity with the country and its traditions
will draw you into its fascinating world. Our hero is an Inspector in Istanbul, who
drinks, smokes and solves crime with the help of his colleagues, pathologist Artho
Sarkissian, Mehmet Suleman and Balthazar Cohen.
The first book in the series, Belshazzar’s Daughter sees Ikmen investigate the
gruesome murder of Leonid Meyer, an elderly Jewish man who had escaped the
horrifying conditions of Europe to settle quietly in Istanbul. Although all evidence
points to the murder being racially motivated, Inspector Ikmen is not convinced.

Ikmen is one of modern crime fiction's true heroes, complex yet
likeable, and the city he inhabits - Istanbul - is just as fascinating ― The
Times

Forfeit is published on 13th May

Turkish TV star Erol Gencer is found dead at his home on the
outskirts of Istanbul. But he is not alone. Beside him lies a Syrian
refugee whose stomach has been split open. Did Gencer kill his
guest before committing suicide, or are they victims of a sinister
double murder? The dead Syrian is soon identified as Wael Al
Hussain, whose wife, Samira, is in prison for attempting to kill Gencer
a year ago. At the time, no one believed Samira's story that Gencer's
wife had planned the attack, but now Samira's sister begs Çetin
Ikmen to re-examine her claim. Meanwhile, Inspector Mehmet
Süleyman is on leave with his teenage son, Patrick, who is visiting
from Ireland, but when Detective Kerim Gürsel's ex-lover, Pembe, is
also murdered shortly after confessing that Wael Al Hussain had
used her for sexual favours, Süleyman knows he must help Kerim
solve this complex case.
Entering a world of the Syrian diaspora, where tales of mythical
storytellers abound, Ikmen and Süleyman uncover a tragic tale of
dark secrets and double lives where nothing is at it seems...
You can connect with Barbara on Twitter at @BarbaraNadel
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Take part...

Aye Write is back for 2021! After having to postpone 2020's event due to
Covid-19, Glasgow's annual book festival will make its online debut this
May. Join in for the usual rich and inspiring line up, exploring everything
from Politics and Music to Crime and Thriller from 14 - 23 May 2021.

Get yourself along to Bay Tales, where access all areas is now free of
charge! Featuring the best and biggest names in fiction as well as the
brightest up-and-coming stars, you'll find interviews, panel discussions
and debates, workshops and much, much more.
baytalescom
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We can't wait to read...
The Nurse by JA Corrigan
Rose Marlowe is a hard-working nurse, a loving wife, and a
merciless killer. Or so she says. Despite her confession, it is hard to
believe that this beautiful, kind woman could have killed her
vulnerable patient in cold blood. Down-on-his luck author and exjournalist, Theo Hazel, is convinced that there’s more to what
happened than Rose is telling, and so decides to visit her behind
bars to write her story. His first surprise comes when Rose reveals
that the victim was not a stranger to her. As time goes on, it seems
that Rose is letting Theo see behind her perfect mask. With each
new visit, he learns terrible new things about her heart-breaking
past. With each new visit, he becomes more and more convinced
that she can’t be a killer. But is he trying to free an innocent woman,
or falling prey to a calculating murderer?

City of Ice by Brian Klingborg
In a remote Chinese town - where the theft of a few chickens
counts as a major crime - a young woman is found brutally
murdered...with her heart, lungs and liver removed. Inspector Lu
Fei, a weary cop who fled the city, suddenly finds himself under
the intense scrutiny of the ruling party in Beijing. Determined to find
her killer, Lu Fei must navigate a society where politics can be
deadly, corruption is rife, and the powerful are untouchable. As
evidence connects the case to a string of unsolved murders, Lu
must decide what he will risk in search of justice…

Last Place You Look by Eva Björg Ægisdottir (Victoria Cribb,
Translator)
When single mother Maríanna disappears from her home, leaving
an apologetic note on the kitchen table, everyone assumes that
she’s taken her own life, until her body is found seven months later,
clearly the victim of murder. Her fifteen-year-old daughter has been
placed in foster care, but is her perfect new life hiding something
sinister? Fifteen years earlier, a desperate new mother lies in a
maternity ward, unable to look at her own child, the start of an odd
and broken relationship that leads to a shocking tragedy. Police
officer Elma and her colleagues take on the case, which becomes
increasingly complex, as the number of suspects grows and new
light is shed on Maríanna’s past – and the childhood of a girl who
never was like the others…
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More great reads this month
The Pact by Sharon Bolton
A golden summer, and six talented friends are looking forward to the brightest of
futures - until a daredevil game goes horribly wrong, and a woman and two
children are killed. 18-year-old Megan takes the blame, leaving the others free to
get on with their lives. In return, they each agree to a 'favour', payable on her
release from prison.
Twenty years later Megan is free. Let the games begin . . .

Skin and Bone by Ed James
When a teenage boy is abducted from a Dundee street in broad daylight, DS
Vicky Dodds and her team are put on the case. The drowned body is found with
just one clue — an inscrutable code scratched onto his arm. Vicky must hunt
across Dundee for the brutal killers, drawing on old friends and family to probe
the deep corners of the dark web and Scottish gangs. As Vicky learns to doubt
who she can trust, she connects with a new friend, someone who can maybe
help her resolve her own murky past.

The Forsaken Son by ML Rose
The body of a woman floats on Clapham Common Pond. Detective Chief
Inspector Arla Baker is called to investigate. Arla discovers finger marks on Susan's
neck. She also has scrapes on her knuckles as she fought off her attacker. On the
back of her left hand a dollar sign is carved out. Susan didn’t kill herself…she was
killed. Two days later, Susan’s best friend Madelyn’s body is found floating in the
same pond. The same strange dollar sign is carved on her left hand. Arla is
distraught, because she met Madelyn the day before. She knew things about
Susan that no one else did. Why was Madelyn silenced? By whom? As Arla delves
into the case, she discovers shocking secrets and a scandal that can engulf whole
political establishment. Soon, Arla knows this vicious killer is just getting started.
Arla and her team are now in his cross hairs, and he will stop at nothing to reach his
target…

Little Boy Lost by Ruhi Choudhary
When three nine-year-old boys go missing on a field trip to Lakemore’s annual
spring festival, panic tears through the small town. Detective Mackenzie Price and
her partner Nick Blackwood lead the search, but no trace of the boys is found—
until one of them is found murdered, a note stuffed down his throat. “Find
Johnny’s killer, or they all die.” Johnny was supposedly a victim of Jeremiah, a
serial killer Nick helped put behind bars nearly a decade ago for the murder of ten
young boys. But when Mack and Nick pay him a visit, he claims that he knows
nothing—and that he remains innocent of Johnny’s murder. Then a second boy
is found, another clue left on his body, leaving just one left alive. Desperate to save
the last boy’s life, Mackenzie and Nick comb over Jeremiah’s case, only to
discover proof of a shocking cover-up—and a killer who will stop at nothing to
right the wrongs of the past.
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More great reads this month
An Isolated Incident by JD Kirk
After a violent home invasion in the remote wilds of Glen Coe leaves a family of
four dead, DCI Jack Logan and his team are brought in to lead the manhunt. But,
when one of the victims is revealed to be one half of legendary 1980s Glasgowbased comedy double act, ‘Neeps & Tatties’, Logan is forced to leave the
Highlands and head back to his old stomping ground. He may have spent his
career dealing with the worst humanity has to offer, but to find out who killed
Archie Tatties and his family, Logan will have to confront his most terrifying
challenge yet - the seedy world of Scottish light entertainment.
Death's Cold Hand by JE Mayhew
When the director of a local veterans’ charity is found murdered on the steps of a
war memorial, it seems like a straight-forward case of random street violence. But
similarities with a previous death arouse Blake’s suspicions and the apparently
well-loved victim turns out to have had hidden flaws and many enemies. Blake is
drawn into a web of intrigue and danger as he investigates the murder. Could it be
terrorist activity? Is a psychotic serial killer stalking veterans? Or is there another
explanation? As Blake wrestles with this most delicate and troubling of cases, he
hears news that his partner, Laura Vexley has returned to the Wirral, but something
is not right. A bombshell revelation means he must avoid contact with her or lose
his job. Can Blake keep his professional integrity and solve the murders before the
killer strikes again?
Twisted Lies by Angela Marsons
When the lifeless body of a man is found on an industrial estate, Detective Kim
Stone arrives on the scene and discovers he’s been tortured in the worst way
imaginable. But as she breaks the devastating news to the victim’s wife, Diane
Phipps, Kim can’t help feeling that something isn’t quite right about the woman’s
reaction. Twenty-four hours later, the victim’s family disappears into thin air. Then a
second body is found staked to the ground in a local nature reserve. Desperate to
crack the case open quickly, Kim and her team unravel a vital clue – a fiercely
guarded secret that links both victims and could cost even more lives. A secret
that some police officers are also protecting. Faced with deceit from those she
should be able to trust, family members who won’t talk, and local reporter, Tracy
Frost, opening a can of worms on the case of a woman murdered by her husband
a year ago – Kim is in deep water like never before. Kim must find the motive if she
is to find the killer who is systematically targeting and torturing his victims. But can
she unlock the shocking truth and stop him before he strikes again?

Left You Dead by Peter James
Niall and Eden Paternoster start their Sunday the same way they always do – with
a long drive, a visit to a country house and a quick stop at the local supermarket on
the way home. But this Sunday ends differently – because while Niall waits and
waits in the car park for Eden to pick up supplies, Eden never returns. She’s not
waiting for him at home, and none of their family or friends have heard from her.
Gone without a trace, Niall is arrested on suspicion of her murder. When DS Roy
Grace is called in to investigate, it doesn’t take long to realize that nothing is quite
as it seems – and this might be his most mysterious case yet . . .

MAY 2021

More great reads this month
The Final Twist by Jeffery Deaver
Twist left.
Unique Investigator Colter Shaw is searching for the answer to his father’s final,
posthumous riddle. It will lead him to evidence that will topple the secretive
espionage company, BlackBridge. Twist right. He believes BlackBridge to be
responsible for his father’s murder and brother’s disappearance. They can
outmanoeuvre anyone, as the long trail of bodies behind them can confirm. But
they haven’t yet met Colter Shaw. Don’t slip up. This time the stakes are huge – the
fate of a nation is in Colter’s hands. He must find the solution as to why his father
died – but to do that he needs to stay alive…
The Revenge We Seek by Meg Jolly
When a woman is found brutally murdered just outside the quiet town of Bingley,
DI Daniel Ward and his team lead the case. The ex-boyfriend with an anger
problem is an obvious suspect, but this case isn’t as open and shut as DI Ward
would like when the forensics delivers a twist he wasn’t expecting. In the middle of
the autumn burglary season, with the Varga case still running rings around them
all, and his personal life in tatters, an unsolved murder is the last thing Ward needs
the DCI breathing down his neck on. Pulled in all directions, the HMET team
stretches far too thin—and who is going to slip between the cracks? Another
woman vanishes—but by the time Ward and his team connect the two cases, it’s a
race against time to stop a power-hungry killer hell bent on revenge from striking
again. But how can DI Ward find a murderer who lives in the shadows, behind an
ordinary face?
Lost Souls by Jenny O'Brien
Ten-year-old Elodie Fry vanishes overnight, along with a rucksack filled with her
meagre belongings. Acting DI Gaby Darin and her team are fighting the clock to
reunite Elodie with her distraught mother – but was Elodie kidnapped or did she
run?
Later that day, a local undertaker uncovers a nasty surprise: the remains of an
unidentified second adult among a late pensioner’s ashes. Torn between the two
investigations, Gaby decides the gruesome discovery at the crematorium must wait
– the team are desperate to find Elodie before they lose her trail. But as she follows
the evidence, Gaby realises the two cases have a sinister connection… and there’s a
killer on the loose. Can Gaby find the missing girl alive… or is she already too late?
The Waiter by Ajay Chowdhury
Ex-detective Kamil Rahman moves from Kolkata to London to start afresh as a
waiter in an Indian restaurant. But the day he caters an extravagant party for his
boss's rich and powerful friend, the peace of his simple new life is shattered. The
event is a success, the food is delicious, but later that evening the host, Rakesh, is
found dead in his swimming pool. Suspicion falls on Rakesh's young and
glamorous new wife, Neha, and Kamil is called to investigate for the family, with the
help of his boss's daughter Anjoli. Kamil and Anjoli prove a winning team - but as
the investigation progresses, and their relationship grows, Kamil struggles to keep
memories of the case that destroyed his career in Kolkata at bay. Little does he
know that his past will soon catch up with him in some very unexpected ways.
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And finally.......

UK Crime Book Club is a private FaceBook group set up to discuss and promote UK
based crime fiction authors.
Renowned as a particularly well run group, thanks to its superb admin, it currently has
almost 18,000 members. It runs a regular series of live (and lively) author chat sessions.
Join the group to access these, and chat with your favourite authors, old and new!
www.facebook.com/groups/ukcrimebookclub

Want your books, events, appearances or what-not in next month’s
Crime Report?
Drop me a line on Twitter
@JackieJamxx
or on FaceBook at
www.facebook.com/WriterJackie

