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Crime Report
Books, events, author appearances and crime fiction what-not

FOCUS ON...
We're excited to see the next installment in Margaret
Kirk's DI Lukas Mahler series, In the Blood, released on
29th April. Here's what it's about:
Tied to a derelict pier on Orkney, the bloated remains of
a man bob in the waves, under the shadow of forbidding
Sandisquoy House. The locals know him as William
Spencer. But DCI Lukas Mahler identifies him as Alex
Fleming - his former boss. Unable to step away from the
case, Mahler tries to piece together why Fleming would
retire to such a remote location. But the deeper he digs,
the more disturbing the investigation becomes. Seal
bones, witches' salve, and runic symbols appear
everywhere he looks, ushering Mahler towards
Fleming's most notorious unsolved case: the
'Witchfinder' murders. And towards a dark and
uncomfortable truth someone has gone to great lengths
to bury...
'The Queen of Highland Noir gets spookier and darker with every book'
Lilja Sigurdardottir
While you're waiting to get
your hands on In the Blood,
you've time to catch up with
the first two books in the series.
The first, Shadow Man, won
the Good Housekeeping First
Novel Competition in 2016.
Described as 'a harrowing and
horrific game of
consequences' by Val
McDermid, it was published in
2017 by Orion. Book 2 in the DI
Lukas Mahler series, What Lies
Buried, was published in 2019.
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Join in...
UK Crime Book Club

UK Crime Book Club is a private FaceBook group set up to discuss and promote UK
based crime fiction authors.
Renowned as a particularly well run group, thanks to its superb admin, it currently has
almost 18,000 members. It runs a regular series of live (and lively) author chat sessions.
Join the group to access these, and chat with your favourite authors, old and new!
The Dangerous Dames and One Deadly Queen will be hogging the airwaves on 14thApril
from 7pm (that's Jackie McLean, Wendy H. Jones, Chris Longmuir and Ian Skewis).
Come along, and prepare for a bit of crime fiction mayhem!
www.facebook.com/groups/ukcrimebookclub
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Our top pick for the month
Roses for the Dead by Chris McDonald
13th April
⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
This book has a great opening, with a very clever
recap of a previous case for lead detective Erika
Piper. We go on to experience Erika's conflict
between the new, safe life she has committed to
and that of her former (less safe) role. The tension
and the reactions to the decisions she makes are
realistic and well portrayed. I was hooked by the
mystery of whether we were looking at a series of
revenge killings for a wrongful conviction, at a setup, or at something else altogether. It really did
keep me guessing right to the end.
I loved everything about this book - the compelling
characters, its fast pace, and the superb writing.
For me, it had the character depth and the plot
intrigue that the perfect crime fiction read needs.
What's it about?
2013
Rockstar Johnny Mayhem sits on his bed, holding a bloody baseball bat. On the floor, clutching a
lavender rose in her fist, is his wife, Amanda, who he has just beaten to death. Erika Piper knows this
because she is one of the first on the scene. Mayhem is arrested and led away, screaming that
they’ve got the wrong man. But the evidence is irrefutable and when Mayhem is sentenced to life
in prison, no one is surprised.
Now
Thanks to new evidence, Johnny Mayhem is a now free man. During a television interview, he
issues a thinly veiled threat to those involved in the original case before seemingly disappearing off
the face of the Earth. When the body of Mayhem’s dealer is found, Erika Piper is pulled from the
safety of her desk job and thrown into the hunt for the Rockstar. Can she find Mayhem before he
can enact his revenge on everyone involved, including Erika? Or, has he been telling the truth all
along? Did the police really get the wrong man?
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Don't miss...

These two cracking events are a must-see. And the best of it is, you can be in
two places at once! Tune in live or on catch-up. Remember, a Bay Tales
membership gives you a whole lot of crime fiction goodies - sign up at
bay talescom.
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Take part...

For anyone writing crime or interested in doing so, there's a week-long schedule of superb
free events, during which the CWA Debut Dagger Awards Lomglist will be announced. For
more info and to register, check out https://prowritingaid.com/crimeweek
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We can't wait to read...
Dead Secret by Noelle Holten
23rd April
DC Maggie Jamieson crosses paths once again with Probation
Officer Lucy Sherwood when a domestic violence survivor
stumbles into her new refuge, unable to speak, desperate for
help.
Then another case hits Maggie’s desk. A young man has been
murdered, and a curious constellation of black dots has been
inked onto his cheek.
That’s when DCI Hastings goes missing and Maggie uncovers a
shocking connection that turns the case on its head.

The Silent Suspect by Nell Pattison
29th April
By the time sign language interpreter Paige Northwood
arrives, flames have engulfed her client’s home. Though
Lukas is safe, his wife is still inside. But she was dead
before the fire started…
Lukas signs to Paige that he knows who killed his wife. But
then he goes silent – even when the police charge him
with murder.
Is he guilty, or afraid? Only Paige can help him now…

Last Place You Look by Louisa Scarr
8th April
Jonathan Miller and his wife are invited to his best friend’s 40th
birthday celebrations. Four days later, Jonathan is found dead.
DS Robin Butler and his new partner DC Freya West notify the
widow. He can’t understand why West behaves like a nervous
rookie. He doesn’t know that the victim was West’s lover, and
until that moment she had no idea he was dead. Jonathan’s
wife hints that he was troubled, and West chooses to withhold
her connection to him. If it came out it would end her career. Yet
she cannot accept any version of events other than murder. His
wife, she is sure, is lying. As the pair investigate, Butler’s past and
present also collide. When the truth is finally revealed, there is no
mistaking who the guilty parties are. But can they trust each
other with their darkest secrets?
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More great reads this month
Nine Lives by Anita Waller
When DI Erica Cheetham and DS Beth Machin are called to investigate the
murder of a young woman, whose naked body is discovered in a river, they realise
an old foe is killing again. The police realise this new death is linked to a spate of
cold case murders and the killer is back. Five years earlier, four young women
were found murdered, their bodies left in woody areas, and the new victim shares
similar hallmarks. But why did the killer stop killing for all that time and what has
inspired them to start again? As more young women fall victim to a vicious and
calculating murderer, Erica and Beth find themselves chasing their tails. But when
a witness is identified the case takes an unexpected and macabre turn. Can Erica
and Beth bring the killer to justice, or will this case prove too much?

Condemned by RC Bridgestock
West Yorkshire DI Charley Mann is called for what seems a routine job. Prior to
demolition a deserted manor house appears to have been the target of an arson
attack. But something isn’t right. The house has a dark history – and a dark
present. When the remains of two bodies are discovered hidden inside, it soon
emerges they were murdered decades apart. Who are they? What are their
connections to the house? Why were they killed? And what is the connection to
the fire? Amongst the ashes, Charley is soon drawn into a web of deceit and
violent plots. The ghosts of the past can be all too real. Face them at your peril,
because what goes around, comes around…

Against the Clock by John Carson
The body of a teenager is found near Portobello Beach, wrapped in plastic. She
went missing five years ago but only died recently. Where has she been kept and
why has she been killed now? The dead girl's abduction mirrors that of two young
girls who have gone missing in the past two weeks. DCI Harry McNeil is assigned
the case with the help of two colleagues from Glasgow, who have discovered the
body of a young girl in an abandoned leisure park. Now an eight year old girl is
snatched from the beach. Is it connected to the other two older girls who have
gone missing? Harry and the others are pulling out all the stops to find the girls, but
all of them know, they're running against the clock…

Circle of Bones by Malcolm Richards
For eighteen years, private investigator Blake Hollow has been haunted by the
disappearance of her childhood friend. Now, Blake has returned home to
Cornwall to care for her injured mother – just as another local teenager goes
missing. Troubled by painful memories, Blake is determined to find Lucy Truscott
alive. Until a chilling message leads her to the young woman's mutilated corpse
on the moors.
As the police take control, Blake is convinced that Lucy isn’t the killer’s first victim
and begins her own investigation. But as she searches for a connection between
her long-missing friend and Lucy, is she wasting precious time? Or has she
uncovered a secret serial killer whose grisly intentions are about to reach terrifying
new heights?
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More great reads this month
The Wild Girls by Phoebe Morgan
In a luxury lodge on Botswana’s sun-soaked plains, four friends reunite for a
birthday celebration…
THE BIRTHDAY GIRL Has it all, but chose love over her friends… THE TEACHER
Feels the walls of her flat and classroom closing in… THE MOTHER Loves her
baby, but desperately needs a break… THE INTROVERT Yearns for adventure after
suffering for too long… Arriving at the safari lodge, a feeling of unease settles over
them. There’s no sign of the party that was promised. There’s no phone signal.
They’re alone, in the wild.
THE HUNT IS ON.

Death on the Coast by MA Comley
Angie Potter, had everything to live for, so why would someone deliberately set
out to kill her? With a violent storm on the horizon, threatening to disrupt the
investigation, Lucy Diamond, an intrepid journalist with the Wellington Journal sets
out to solve the murder. However, the local sergeant, Brendon Colt, sees her
snooping as a frustrating intrusion. A stranger saunters into town who sets the
local womenfolk’s hearts fluttering. Who is he? Why is he defensive when Lucy
questions him about his intentions? Every day a new suspect is highlighted for
Angie’s murder. Can Lucy uncover who the perpetrator is while battling her own
internal demons?

Games People Play by Owen Mullen
While her parents are just yards away, thirteen-month-old Lily Hamilton is
abducted from Ayr beach in Scotland. Three days later, her distraught father turns
up at private investigator Charlie Cameron's office. Mark Hamilton believes he
knows who has taken his daughter. And why. Against his better judgment, Charlie
takes the case—and when bodies are discovered, he suspects this may not be an
isolated crime. Is there a serial killer whose work has gone undetected for
decades? Is baby Lily his latest victim? Charlie won’t be able to give up on this
case. Memories and guilt from his childhood won’t let him…

Flesh and Blood by Caroline Mitchell
A wave of apparent suicides hits a string of seaside resorts, but when a police
officer is named as the latest to die, DI Amy Winter suspects there may be more
than mere coincidence to these tragic deaths. But what dark motive could cause
someone to throw themselves into the cold depths of the North Sea? Someone in
the community knows more than they are letting on, but Amy’s questions are met
with resistance. A group of mysterious teenagers might hold the key, but why are
they so afraid to talk? Meanwhile, after the release from prison of her serial killer
mother, Amy is fighting her own demons. In her toughest investigation yet, Amy
must confront her dark past if she is to put an end to the carnage. What secret is so
terrible that it’s worth killing a police officer for? Amy needs to find the answer,
before the sea washes up any more bodies.
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More great reads this month
Buried for Good by Alex Coombs
When Private Investigator Hanlon is hired to protect famous yoga instructor
Camille Anderson on her Scottish island retreat, she thinks this may be her
simplest job yet.
But when an attack on Camille's life goes wrong, it soon becomes clear that there
is a murderer on the island - and Hanlon will stop at nothing to track them down.
With only a small group of guests the suspects are clear, but as the body count
rises Hanlon must step up to find out who the killer is before it’s too late…

A Death at Seascape House by Emma Jameson
When librarian Jemima Jago is offered the opportunity to catalogue Cornwall’s
largest collection of antique shipwreck records it is a dream come true. But shortly
after she arrives, island busybody and notorious grump Edith Reddy is found dead,
with duct tape clamped over her mouth and nose. Jem, caught seemingly redhanded at the scene of the crime, mistakenly becomes the police’s number one
suspect. She must take matters into her own hands if she wants to clear her name.
With her sharp eye for a clue, she soon realizes that many of the island’s eccentric
residents had reason for wanting Edith out of the way. Could Declan, the curious
café owner, or Bart, the fishy ferryman have killed Edith? Jem won’t rest until she
uncovers the truth, but doing so will put her right in the killer’s line of sight…

Serial Killer by AS French
A serial killer stalks the streets of London and DI Jen Flowers is the Met’s go-to
detective for the crimes. But Flowers is already working a murder case, and the
distractions in her personal life leave her little time for a new investigation. When the
serial killer starts sending her letters about the crimes and taunting the police, Jen
has to take the case. The stakes increase when the British Home Secretary gets
involved.
Every murder leads to another letter as the killer plays a game with the police and
focuses on Jen. The pressure grows to solve the case, and she turns to alcohol and
a new romance as a release. As the killer stalks the city and torments the police, DI
Flowers resorts to desperate measures to catch a murderer and keep her family
together.
Nighhawking by Russ Thomas
Sheffield’s beautiful Botanical Gardens – an oasis of peace in a world filled with
sorrow, confusion and pain. And then, one morning, a body is found in the
Gardens. A young woman, dead from a stab wound, buried in a quiet corner.
Police quickly determine that the body’s been there for months. It would have
gone undiscovered for years – but someone just sneaked into the Gardens and
dug it up. Who is the victim? Who killed her and hid her body? Who dug her up?
And who left a macabre marker on the body? In his quest to find her murderer, DS
Adam Tyler will find himself drawn into the secretive world of nighthawkers:
treasure-hunters who operate under cover of darkness, seeking the lost and
valuable . . . and willing to kill to keep what they find.
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Available in new formats
Absolution by Caro Ramsay
A serial killer is stalking Glasgow. A woman is found dead in her own home. No
sign of forced entry. But she is posed as though on the cross. Ripped open and
bled to death. With a blistering of chloroform round her mouth and nose. She’s not
the first victim found like this. DCI Alan McAlpine is on the case. He’s seen more
than anyone would ever want to. Anderson and Costello know they have
everything to learn from him. But time is running out. And the usually steely
McAlpine is slowly unravelling. He’s obsessed with a two-decades-old case. Can
Anderson and Costello step up before any more women end up dead?

Trafficked Dreams by Heather Osborne
2021 Winner of the Barbara Hammond Trophy
“Help me…please.”
Three words will launch Inspector Briana Ryu of the San Francisco PD into the
forefront of an investigation into the darker side of her city. When a young boy
reaches out to Bri, begging her to save him and his sister, but then vanishes into
the night, Bri thinks that will be the end of it—that is, until he is found dead six
months later. Catapulted into the violent and horrifying world of human trafficking,
Bri races against time to find his missing sister. Will she manage the unfathomable
task, or will the girl be swallowed up by the city Bri holds dear?

Hunter's Chase by Val Penny
Detective Inspector Hunter Wilson knows there is a new supply of cocaine flooding
his city, and he needs to find the source, but his attention is transferred to murder
when a corpse is discovered in the grounds of a golf course. Shortly after the postmortem, Hunter witnesses a second murder, but that is not the end of the slaughter.
With a young woman's life also hanging in the balance, the last thing Hunter needs
is a new man on his team: Detective Constable Tim Myerscough, the son of his
nemesis, the former Chief Constable Sir Peter Myerscough. Hunter's perseverance
and patience are put to the test time after time in this first novel in The Edinburgh
Crime Mysteries series.
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And finally.......

Huge congratulations to Olga Wojtas on being shortlisted in the CrimeFest awards. To
see the shortlists for all the categories, go to www.crimefest.com/awards Winners will
be announced at next month's festival.

Want your books, events, appearances or what-not in next month’s
Crime Report?
Drop me a line on Twitter
@JackieJamxx
or on FaceBook at
www.facebook.com/WriterJackie

