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Crime Report
Books, events, author appearances and crime fiction what-not

FOCUS ON...
Will they or won't they? We're all chomping at the
bit to get back amongst our crime tribe. While the
Theakston old Peculier Crime Writing Festival is
set to go ahead in Harrogate this July, it seems
like an agonising wait - but a gamble at the same
time. Many of us face a difficult decision - how to
weigh it all up?
Fortunately, there are online events to keep us
safely together in the meantime, and this month
sees the second Reading Between the Lines
online book festival, packed full of crime fiction
goodies. Organised by blogger and vlogger
Lynsey Adams, the weekend programme brings
together a wide range of favourites as well as new
authors to discover.
Running from Friday 26th to Sunday 28th March, check out the lineup! Simply find Reading
Between the Lines Online Book Promotions on YouTube to join live, or at a time that suits you.
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Our top pick for March
Anthrax Island by DL Marshall
15th March
⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
This is one of those books you know from the
very first page you're going to be hooked.
It's got all of the ingredients for a thrilling read - a
mysterious island, secret biological weapons
testing, a sneaky peek into the murky world of
the security services, backstabbing and doublecrossing, puzzling murders, fast cars and
gadgets.
Gruinard Island itself, the setting for the book,
definitely shines as a main character, brought to
life for us in a way most of us will never be able to
experience in real life.
This is a series we're definitely going to be
following!

What's it about?
FACT: In 1942, in growing desperation at the progress of the war and fearing invasion by the Nazis, the
UK government approved biological weapons tests on British soil. Their aim: to perfect an anthrax
weapon destined for Germany. They succeeded.
FACT: Though the attack was never launched, the testing ground, Gruinard Island, was left lethally
contaminated. It became known as Anthrax Island.
Now government scientists have returned to the island. They become stranded by an equipment
failure and so John Tyler is flown in to fix the problem. He quickly discovers there’s more than research
going on. When one of the scientists is found impossibly murdered inside a sealed room, Tyler realises
he’s trapped with a killer…
See our full review on Ally's Book Reviews.

Ally's Book Reviews can be found on
https://jackiemcleanauthor.com/category/allys-book-reviews/
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Dates for your diary

Wednesday 31st March 7.30pm
Bay Tales Live #4 Featuring Lesley
Kara, Lauren North and Rob Parker,
plus a reading from Cate Quinn.
See baytales.com for details
The place for crime and mystery
writers, readers and anyone else
who loves some wrong-doing in
their writing!

In case you missed it
City of Vengeance
DV Bishop
Florence. Winter, 1536. A prominent Jewish moneylender is
murdered in his home, a death with wide implications in a city
powered by immense wealth. Cesare Aldo, a former soldier and
now an officer of the Renaissance city’s most feared criminal
court, is given four days to solve the murder: catch the killer
before the feast of Epiphany – or suffer the consequences.
During his investigations Aldo uncovers a plot to overthrow the
volatile ruler of Florence, Alessandro de’ Medici. If the Duke falls,
it will endanger the whole city. But a rival officer of the court is
determined to expose details about Aldo’s private life that could
lead to his ruin. Can Aldo stop the conspiracy before anyone
else dies, or will his own secrets destroy him first?
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We can't wait to read...
Blackstoke by Rob Parker
23rd March
WEALTH. SECURITY. PROSPERITY. NONE OF IT MATTERS IN THE
DARK.
In a quiet cul-de-sac on the newly-opened, much sought-after
Blackstoke housing development, the first handful of families are
moving in. These neighbours, thrown together for the first time, are
looking forward to settling into their bright new lives—with varying
degrees of enthusiasm. The estate couldn’t be nicer, but it’s a big
change for everyone. Then things start to happen. Bad things. As if
something doesn't want them there. As the new residents try to make
sense of events, the buried history of the area makes itself suddenly,
deeply apparent—with a series of shocking, violent escalations. Soon,
no one is safe, as the original powers of Blackstoke return to reclaim
their territory and birth right in a final night of dark revelations, gore and
bloodshed.
Follow the Leader by Mel Sherratt
3rd March
A man’s body is found on a canal towpath. In his pocket, a
magnetic letter in the shape of an E. Days later, a second
victim is found, this time with the letter V tucked into her
clothing. As the body count rises, the eerie, childlike clues
point to a pattern that sends Detective Allie Shenton and
her colleagues into full alert. The race is on. Allie and the
team must work quickly to determine where the killer will
strike next. The rules are simple but deadly—to catch the
killer, they must follow the leader.

Before the Storm by Alex Gray
25th March
Christmas is approaching, Glasgow is bustling, and whilst the
homicide rate has been relatively low, something much darker is
brewing. Counter-Terrorism have got wind of a plot, here in Lorimer's
native city, to carry out an unspeakable atrocity on Christmas Eve.
They need someone with local knowledge to help them root it out
and who better than the head of the Scottish Major Incidents Team.
But the investigation is complicated by a spate of local murders, and
by the rumours that someone is passing information to criminal
organisations from inside the police force. Soon Lorimer finds himself
in desperate need of assistance. Then he meets an extraordinary man
- a refugee from Zimbabwe whose investigative skills are a match for
Lorimer's own . . .
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More great reads this month
On an Outgoing Tide by Caro Ramsay
1st March
The body is found in the early hours of the morning, drifting lifelessly on the
outgoing tide. Twenty-three-year-old medical student Aasha Ariti had been
enjoying a night out. Anthony Poole, the last person to have seen her alive, is the
prime suspect. Before detectives Anderson and Costello can make further
headway, they are pulled off the case to investigate the murder of a pensioner in
his own home. As they dig deeper, the two detectives uncover a number of
secrets in the dead man's past. Secrets that link to another murder more than forty
years before. What really happened on 21st June 1978? Someone is determined
to ensure that Anderson and Costello never find out. Whatever it takes

The CalDat Investigation by BRM Stewart
1stMarch
Glasgow PI Grant Cairns is asked to investigate a company called Caledonia
Data (CalDat) which is suspected of being a conduit for dark money and fake
news. As he follows a lead, he finds himself linking with an old colleague, ex-DS
Amanda Pitt, who has become obsessed with explaining a murder at a Glasgow
hotel, where the murderer could not possibly have known the victim and who
died at the scene. The two of them find their investigations are linked, and that an
online hate campaign against an MSP could have fatal consequences for her.
Meanwhile, Martin McGregor's past life comes back to haunt him, and the world
of online abuse becomes very personal for him.

Sleep Tight by CS Green
4th March
When DC Rose Gifford is called to investigate the death of a young woman
suffocated in her bed, she can’t shake the feeling that there’s more to the crime
than meets the eye. It looks like a straightforward crime scene – but the police can’t
find the killer. Enter DS Moony – an eccentric older detective who runs UCIT, a
secret department of the Met set up to solve supernatural crimes. Moony wants
Rose to help her out – but Rose doesn’t believe in any of that. Does she? As the
killer prepares to strike again, Rose must pick a side – before a second woman
dies.
Discarded by MA Hunter
4th March
When a girl goes missing from the shores of Dorset in a crime eerily similar to one
two decades earlier, her parents enlist investigative journalist and bestselling
author Emma Hunter to find her. But then Jack calls her saying they’ve found a
suitcase of bones beneath the ash of the studio Freddie burned down in
Berkshire eight months earlier. As Emma contends with the question of whether
her worst fear has finally been realised, she’s sent a message from the killers.
They’ve not only noticed her string of solved cases, they’re watching her, warning
her. Every day Emma fails to stop them could end with another child’s grave. All
she knows for certain is that she has to find the faces in the videos or die in the
attempt.
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More great reads this month
The Cut by Chris Brookmyre
4th March
Millie Spark can kill anyone.
A special effects make-up artist, her talent is to create realistic scenes of bloody
violence. Then, one day, she wakes to find her lover dead in her bed.
Twenty-five years later, her sentence for murder served, Millicent is ready to give
up on her broken life - until she meets troubled film student and reluctant petty
thief Jerry. Together, they begin to discover that all was not what it seemed on that
fateful night,and someone doesn't want them to find out why.

The Islanders by SV Leonard
18th March
Kimberley King has spent the last five years trying to outrun the reason she left the
police force. Her life is a mess and she’s desperate for change. So when she is
randomly selected for the new series of the hit show LoveWrecked, she can’t pass
up the chance to win the £100,000 prize. All Kimberley needs to do is couple up
with one of her fellow contestants, win the infamous LoveWrecked challenges,
and she will have enough cash for a fresh start. But the island isn’t the paradise she
was promised and within hours, one of the contestants is dead. Then the
announcement comes: one of the islanders is a murderer and Kimberley must find
out who, live on television. For every hour it takes her, one more person will die.
The game is rigged, everyone is hiding secrets, and time is running out…

The Fine Art of Invisible Detection by Robert Goddard
18th March
As a secretary to a private detective, Umiko Wada's life is pleasingly uncomplicated,
filled with coffee runs, diary management and paperwork. That is, until her boss
takes on a new case. A case which turns out to be dangerous enough to get him
killed. A case which means Wada will have to leave Japan for the first time and
travel to London. Following the only lead she has, Wada quickly realises that being
a detective isn't as easy as the television makes out. And that there's a reason why
secrets stay buried for a long time. Because people want them to stay secret. And
they're prepared to do very bad things to keep them that way…

The Night Gate by Peter May
18th March
In a sleepy French village, the body of a man shot through the head is disinterred
by the roots of a fallen tree. A week later a famous art critic is viciously murdered in
a nearby house. The deaths occurred more than seventy years apart.
Asked by a colleague to inspect the site of the former, forensics expert Enzo
Macleod quickly finds himself embroiled in the investigation of the latter. Two
extraordinary narratives are set in train - one historical, unfolding in the treacherous
wartime years of Occupied France; the other contemporary, set in the autumn of
2020 as France re-enters Covid lockdown.
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More great reads this month
When the Evil Waits by MJ Lee
25th March
A young boy’s body is found in a meadow beside the River Mersey. No DNA. No
witnesses. No clues. It brings back painful memories of the Moors Murderers.
After two weeks, the police have made no progress finding the killer. The one
thing they do know; he will kill again. It is a race against time – and they are losing.
DI Thomas Ridpath has just returned to work. Diagnosed with PTSD and
undergoing supervised psychological therapy, he is dragged into the case against
his better judgement. When another child is kidnapped, Ridpath must confront his
own demons to stop a killer before he strikes again.
On Cold Ground by DS Butler
25th March
When Detective Karen Hart hears a scream echoing out of beautiful Lincoln
Cathedral one snowy evening, she is the first officer on the scene. In the chapel a
man lies murdered, a bloody cross carved into his forehead. The twisted killing
sends this close-knit community into shock. And a note to the police from the
murderer, signed by ‘The Cleanser’, confirms their worst fears: this sadistic slaying
is the first of many. The ritual killings won't stop until Hart uncovers the murderer’s
ungodly motive. When early leads become dead ends, Karen starts to wonder if
there’s a link to a rumoured conspiracy within police ranks—particularly when an
abrasive new officer is assigned to the case. Could the key to catching ‘The
Cleanser’ be dangerously close to home?

Last Seen by Joy Kluver
25th March
‘Five-year-old Molly Reynolds has been snatched from the playground in the village
where she lives. Normally in cases like this the community is an asset – eager to
help search and full of local knowledge. But although Molly’s mother Jessica is in
anguish, the other villagers don’t seem to want to know. As details emerge,
Detective Bernadette Noel discovers a possible link to a shocking crime that has
never been solved, and which the locals have never forgotten. But what exactly is
the connection to Molly’s abduction? Cracking a cold case is the only way to find
out – and meanwhile time is running out for Molly.

Dead in the Water by Chris McDonald
27th March
The Stonebridge Regatta is looming. The town’s annual face-off against
neighbouring Meadowfield is usually a weekend filled with sunshine, laughter and
camaraderie. This year is different. A week before the race, the body of
Stonebridge team captain Matthew Henderson is found dead in the water. The
police file his passing as a tragic accident however, his grieving widow disagrees
and suspects foul play is involved. She enlists the help of Adam and Colin, the
town’s amateur (self-proclaimed) private detectives to unearth the truth.
Did Matthew simply slip and fall into the water, or is there more to his death below
the surface?
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And finally.......
A little birdie tells us something good
is about to happen....

Want your books, events, appearances or what-not in next
month’s Crime Report?
Drop me a line on Twitter
@JackieJamxx
or on FaceBook at
www.facebook.com/WriterJackie

