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Crime Report
Books, events, author appearances and crime fiction what-not

FOCUS ON... JD Whitelaw
This month we're delighted to feature talented writer Jonathan Whitelaw,
author of the superb HellCorp series and now bringing us a brand new
cosy crime series.
Writing as JD Whitelaw, Jonathan is an author, journalist and
broadcaster. After working on the frontline of Scottish politics, he moved
into journalism. Subjects he has covered have varied from breaking
news, the arts, culture and sport to fashion, music and even radioactive
waste - with everything in between. He's also a regular reviewer and
talking head on shows for the BBC.
His debut in 2015 was the critically acclaimed Morbid Relations,
followed by his hugely successful HellCorp series - HellCorp (2018) and
The Man in the Dark (2019). On 3rd December, we’re about to meet the
Parker Sisters in Banking on Murder, the first book in Jonathan’s latest
series.
Jonathan says, 'I'm really excited about this new release. Banking on Murder is certainly different from my other
work - writing about The Devil! So I'm jumping from the dark side to the light!'
While this is his fourth novel, he admits to being just as excited, nervous, worried and elated in the lead up to it
coming out. 'I have to pinch myself every day that I get to write stories for people. Being an author is a privilege and
one that I don't take for granted. The power of words and reading is just as important now as it always has been.
And to offer readers a chance for a little escapism is a gift that I'm very lucky to be able to share.'
We agree - and having had a sneaky preview of Banking on Murder, we
can’t get enough of the type of escapism that comes in this new series.
Of the new series, Jonathan says, 'Never underestimate the power of
sibling rivalry - the Parker sisters all bid to outdo each other - but they
always know that blood is thicker than water.
'I’ve grown up watching the likes of Columbo, Miss Marple and Murder She
Wrote and - decades later, I’m still watching them! It’s a testimony to how
much we all love to see terrible things happen in the most luxurious of
country houses, idyllic beach towns and film studios.
'And while my mother-in-law will probably kill me for admitting this - there’s
a little of her and her sisters in the Parkers - mostly the bickering, the strong
work ethic and of course the strong sense of justice.'
(We won’t tell…)
For more on the Parker Sisters Mysteries, visit
https://www.reddogpress.co.uk
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Before you do anything else...
Make sure you're up to date with the fast-moving
developments from the team behind the
phenomenal Virtual Noir at the Bar (including the
VNATB Christmas Event)!
Don't pass up the great opportunity to join Friends of the Bay,
the low-cost members’ programme, for the introductory
discount price of £25 per year. You'll get:

https://baytales.com
The place for crime and mystery
writers, readers and anyone else who
loves some wrong-doing in their
writing!

Fiction (short stories, samples, previews and full length
novels from the most exciting names in fiction)
Non-fiction (interviews, articles, book & movie reviews,
author insights and more)
Special Offers (deals and discounts from selected
partners)
An online community for readers and writers.

Do you have a festive themed short story that can be read aloud in seven minutes or less? Are you a member
of Bay Tales’ Friends of the Bay? If yes, why not enter their first Christmas Competition? If you win, you'll get a
reading spot on the Live Christmas Virtual Noir at the Bar show (Wednesday December 16th) alongside an
all-star line-up! Your story, along with a complete Author Profile and links to your site / social media / books will
go on the Bay Tales website, and you'll get a prize set of some of your favourite crime/ mystery books from
2020. And, winner or not, you’ll get feedback on your story from our judge’s panel of established authors.
For full details of what you'll need, visit https://baytales.com/2020/11/15/christmas-crime-competition/
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Coming from
Ally's Book Reviews
inDecember
Banking on Murder by JD Whitelaw
3rd December
⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
Clear the reading decks, and make sure you have your copy
of this book at the ready - it is simply the best book we have
read in ages. This is the first in JD Whitelaw's Parker Sisters
Mysteries, and our review is part of the Red Dog book blog
tour on 12th December. We can't wait to shout about it!
Martha Parker runs a small private detective agency in Glasgow
with her two sisters, Helen and Geri. They specialise in catching
cheating partners and those playing away from home. The
Parkers are hired by the reclusive wife of a wealthy banker she
suspects is breaking their vows, but when he shows up
murdered, it’s up to Martha, Helen and Geri to prove
the wife's innocence in their most dangerous case yet.Inspired by the detective fiction of the likes of
Agatha Christie, Anthony Horowitz and Dorothy L Sayers - this new adventure provides fun, mystery,
intrigue and gentle comedy all wrapped up in a juicy whodunnit that only three sisters united can solve.

Sins of the Father by Sharon Bairden
⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
We're delighted to be reviewing Sharon's debut thriller as part of
the Red Dog book blog tour on 5th December, and we can't wait
to tell you all about it!
Lucas Findlay thinks he has struck gold when he marries Rebecca, but
she married him for one reason only – to destroy him. When her past
comes back to haunt her, Rebecca begins to disconnect from herself
and the world around her. As secrets are unearthed, she begins to fear
for her sanity - and her life. With her world unravelling around her,
Rebecca clings to her determination to make Lucas pay, whatever the
cost. But someone must pay for the sins of the father…

Ally's Book Reviews can be found on
https://jackiemcleanauthor.com/category/allys-book-reviews/
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More to read this month
The Confession by Jack Probyn
1st December
DC Jake Tanner thought he'd put the turmoil of the case that nearly killed him
behind him. But when Danny Cipriano’s body is discovered buried in a concrete
tomb, Jake's wounds are reopened. One thing quickly becomes clear. The
former leader of The Crimsons knew too much. And somebody wanted him
silenced. For good. The only problem is, Jake knows who. As the case begins to
unravel, he realises the tentacles of police corruption spread far and wide. With
his finances beginning to get out of control, and debt levels quickly rising, will
Jake be tempted to tread the path he promised never to take?

The Kensington Kidnap by Katie Gayle
2nd December
When Epiphany ‘Pip’ Bloom walks through the door of a private investigation firm,
her new boss mistakes her for a missing persons expert. He charges her with
finding Matty Price – the teenage son of two A-list celebrities – who has
mysteriously disappeared from his home. It ought to be a disaster, but Pip has an
uncanny knack for being at the wrong place at the right time. Searching for Matty
takes Pip into the strange, intimidating world of the rich and famous. And it soon
becomes clear that some of these people’s love for themselves doesn’t extend to
their fellow humans. As Pip investigates further, she realises the question isn’t
whether Matty ran away – it’s whether Pip will find him alive and make it home
safely herself…
Killing Jericho by Will Harker
7th December
Fresh out of prison, former Detective Constable Scott Jericho is a desperate man.
Disgraced and penniless, he is forced to seek refuge with the fairground family he
once rejected. Now, troubled by his failure, Jericho’s brilliant mind stagnates. That
is until a series of bizarre murders reawaken his interest. Men and women with no
obvious link to each other are being ritualistically slaughtered. Slaughtered in ways
that recall an old legend of the Jericho Travelling Fair. Now, in a race against time,
he must unpick the threads of a baffling mystery. But as his investigation unfolds
and the corpses pile up, a shocking truth awaits him. A revelation that will test not
only Jericho’s intellect but challenge the very core of his morality...
Mystery at the Old Mill by Clare Chase
7th December
When the calm of Saxford St Peter is disrupted by a deadly fire at the Old Mill,
amateur sleuth Eve Mallow finds herself investigating a most surprising mystery!
Harry Tennant, the newcomer who owns the Old Mill, is found dead after the fire.
When Eve passes the burned remains of his beautiful house, she can’t resist the
call to investigate. Especially when it turns out quiet, charming Harry was living a
double life as the famous advice writer Pippa Longford. Eve has to wonder what
revelations were contained in the letters he received… and whether one of them
was worth killing for. Can Eve untangle the truth before she finds herself face to
face with a killer?
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More to read this month
Death at Rainbow Cottage by Jo Allen
8th December
The apparently motiveless murder of a man outside the home of controversial
equalities activist Claud Blackwell and his neurotic wife, Natalie, is shocking
enough for a peaceful local community. When it’s followed by another apparently
random killing immediately outside Claud’s office, DCI Jude Satterthwaite has his
work cut out. Is Claud the killer, or the intended victim? To add to Jude’s problems,
the arrival of a hostile new boss causes complications at work, and when a
threatening note arrives at the police headquarters, he has real cause to fear for
the safety of his friends and colleagues…

Breathe Your Last by Lisa Regan
9th December
When the body of a champion swimmer is found in a swimming pool, it’s up to
Detective Josie Quinn and her team to piece together what happened. Her bag,
discarded in the woods nearby, contains nothing more than empty food wrappers,
Nysa’s phone and a cryptic calendar entry telling her to be a mermaid. The next
day, a terrible housefire envelops the nearby home of a retired fireman, nearly
killing his two granddaughters. The last words the little girls heard him mutter
before he set the blaze were, be a match. As the body count rises, it’s only Josie
who can see the deadly pattern forming. With the killer finally in her sights, she
takes a deadly risk and finds herself hanging onto life by her fingernails.

The Killer’s Girl by Helen Phifer
10th December
When the body of a young woman is found, tied to her bed and the victim of a
brutal attack in her own home, Detective Morgan Brookes is sickened by what
she finds as she searches the house. And unprepared for the nightmares it
inspires about her childhood. When the DNA collected gives a positive ID,
Morgan can’t wait to put the attacker behind bars. But the person it matches to is
already in prison. How could the DNA of someone who has been locked up for
over twenty years have shown up in Morgan’s crime scene? And then they make
another close match. To Morgan herself. To find this killer, it’s clear she must
confront the nightmares in her past…

Good Girl by Mel Sherratt
10th December
When sixteen-year-old Erin Ellis is attacked, she dies in the arms of her best friend
Molly, just metres from her home. Molly is the surviving girl but says she easily
could have been the victim – it was a random mugging gone wrong. With
inconclusive evidence, DS Grace Allendale must dig deep within the tight-knit
Stoke community for leads. And she soon finds that someone had a motive to kill
Erin. As the investigation unfolds, Grace is reminded of a horrifying case she
worked on earlier in her career. Is the past coming back to haunt her? And can
she push through her fear to catch Erin’s killer before it’s too late?
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More to read this month
A Snowball’s Chance in Hell by JD Kirk
15th December
When a young man is found frozen to death on a Highland street in midDecember, DCI Jack Logan initially puts it down to a Christmas night out gone
tragically wrong. But, when a post mortem reveals something more sinister, Jack
discovers he is dealing with a cold, calculating killer with a long line of victims, a
talent for torture, and a perverse sense of justice. Half a decade ago, the press
dubbed him ‘The Iceman’ - a twisted vigilante who successfully evaded capture
for two years, before melting away into the night. Now, The Iceman has come
back. His naughty list is longer than ever. And it contains some worryingly familiar
names…
I’ve Been Watching You by KA Richardson
17th December
Ben Cassidy is a new crime scene investigator who enrols on a course in Digital
Forensics and meets Jacob Tulley, an ex-army veteran struggling with his past.
When DI Alistair McKay and the team are called to a suspected hit and run
involving a care home worker, Ben suspects there is more to it, and uncovers a link
to a series of murders that hits far too close to home. Ben and Jacob must work
together when evidence of a digital footprint emerges from the killer who knows
how to cover his tracks. He’s confident they can’t find him, and when he realises
‘the one who got away’ is under his nose, sets out to finish the job he started.

Deity by Matt Wesolowski
18th December
When pop megastar Zach Crystal dies in a fire at his remote mansion, online
journalist, Scott King, whose podcasts have become an internet sensation,
investigates the accusations of sexual abuse and murder that were levelled at
Crystal before he died. But as Scott begins to ask questions and rakes over old
graves, some startling inconsistencies emerge: Was the fire at Crystal’s remote
home really an accident? Whose remains – still unidentified – were found in the
ashes? Why was he never officially charged? Dark, chillingly topical and deeply
thought-provoking, Deity is both an explosive thriller and a startling look at how
heroes can fall from grace and why we turn a blind eye to even the most heinous of
crimes…
The Blood Runs Darker by Billy McLaughlin
18th December
From the moment of Debra Mullen’s death, the sedate village of Achray finds itself
in the midst of a violent mystery. Not one, not two, but three dead men at the
hands of a vengeful psychopath. Detective Rosie Cooper left behind the busy
streets of London for a quiet life in the north. Then, one morning she’s called to the
scene of a murder. A friend is dead. The past the wanted to run from is beginning
to outrun her. The only choice she has is to stare it in the deadly face. A brand-new
mystery from the creator of the DI Phil Morris Mysteries, ‘The Blood Runs Darker,’ is
a maze of blackmail, murder and revenge.
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More to read this month
Corpse Road by David J Gatward
21st December
When the body of a female backpacker is found on the Yorkshire moors, the killer
seems obvious, the motive clear. If only. Because Grimm and his team are up
against not just a murderer, but a predator, and when the key suspect disappears,
it’s only a matter of time before another body is found. To catch one of the most
dangerous killers he has ever faced, and to have any chance of staying alive
himself, Grimm will need to not only draw on his skills as a detective, but as a
soldier, and to trust his team with his life as he goes to war once more.

Forgotten Victim by Helen H Durrant
29th December
The decomposed remains of a body are found entombed in the depths of a
disused Manchester cotton mill. Detective Rachel King is called in to investigate
the grisly discovery. With gunshot wounds to the knees, this was no accident. This
was murder. But the question is: was this a gangland killing or a murder motivated
by a deadly secret closer to home? With the help of DS Elwyn Price, Rachel must
follow the evidence where it takes her. But who can she trust? And who in this
notorious area knows more than they’re admitting to? Meanwhile, Rachel has a
huge secret of her own. Can she uncover the dark secrets of the past and catch
the killer — before anyone else dies?
Rush to Judgement by John Carson
31st December
A woman is found hanging in the woods in a small Highland town. A hearse
crashes into an old church and is abandoned. The police find a coffin inside but
the body isn't a recent death. It's the badly decomposed body of a girl who went
missing thirty years ago. DCI Harry McNeil is sent north to co-ordinate the hunt for
a killer, along with colleagues from Glasgow. With hundreds of tourists flocking to
the area and only a few days left before Hogmanay, can Harry capture a killer who
is not only intent on bringing back the dead but adding fresh kills to his tally? He's
going to have to move fast. The clock is ticking and a New Year is fast
approaching. Then everybody goes home. Including the killer…
Stay Home by Ava Pierce
31st December
Caitlin has been having an affair for nearly a year when the country enters lock
down. Suddenly, seeing her lover, Daniel, without alerting her husband becomes
almost impossible. When she does manage to sneak to his home, she finds him
lying in a pool of his own blood, dead. Caitlin can't tell a soul about what she has
discovered for risk of losing her family. Little does she know that someone has
noticed her coming and going. As Caitlin delves into the life of the man who said
he loved her, she finds that maybe she didn't really know him at all. But if she wants
to avoid suspicion, she needs to keep digging until they find Daniel's killer.
Because the doors may be locked, but everyone's secrets are starting to leak out . .
.
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Want your books, events, appearances or what-not in next
month’s Crime Report?
Drop me a line on Twitter
@JackieJamxx
or on FaceBook at
www.facebook.com/WriterJackie

