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CRIME REPORT
Books, events, author appearances and crime fiction what-not

FOCUS ON
Noir at the Bar

Noir at the Bar is what it says on the tin - a gathering of crime fiction fans in a
pub. Or, to be more precise, a line up of crime writers who each perform a
reading of their latest or forthcoming work… in a pub. It’s a great way of finding
new favourite authors, meeting up with crime fiction buddies and making new
ones, chatting with authors, bloggers, readers and maybe a publisher or two. In a
pub. And it's free! There are book give-aways on the night, too.
The events are super friendly and inclusive, and it's always a great evening. If
you fancy having a go at reading your work in front of an audience, you'll find it
incredibly supportive, whether you're an established writer or just starting out. If
you want to come along just to listen, and you're a wee bit shy, you'll find
yourself amongst friends right away - or even get in touch with one of the authors
taking part, and they'll be glad to help you feel welcome.
Well, Noir in the Bar events are normally in a pub, and they happen all over the
country. Fortunately, however, Victoria Logan is running virtual Noir at the Bar
weekly on a Wednesday at 7.30pm. See
her blog elementaryvwatson on
.wordpress.com for more details, and sign
up to the mailing list for the links to join in.
Honey and Stag are also running two Noir
at the Bar Edinburgh virtual events during
April (the 2nd and the 30th). See their
FaceBook page HoneyStagEvents for
details.
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Top picks for April
This is the fourth book in Lesley Kelly's superb Health of Strangers Series
(due out on 23rd April), which began with publication of the first book in
2017. The series follows the exploits of the North Edinburgh Health
Enforcement Team, an uneasy mix of seconded Police and health service
staff whose job is to stem the spread of the Virus, a mutant strain of
influenza, by tracking down people who have missed their monthly health
check.
I loved this series straight away, with its fascinating backdrop and its acute
observation - often humorous - of human behaviour. Each book sees the
team work on different cases, and there’s also a thread that runs through all
of them. So each book is great as a stand-alone, but even better if you
follow the series.
In Murder at the Music Factory, an undercover agent gone rogue is
threatening to shoot a civil servant a day until his demands are met. Tasked
with finding out who ‘turned’ the agent, the team track down the last two
groups he was monitoring – a group of student eugenicists who think the
Virus should be allowed to take the weak, and a former progressive rock musician, now a survivalist. It’s getting
dangerous – and not just for the team.This is the first of the series, of course, that will have been published during the
real life pandemic situation - a case of fiction become fact if ever there was one. What struck me was how accurately
the books mirror what has actually happened in reality, a testament to the research effort put in by Lesley. I loved the
development of the characters, and the perfectly timed humour made me laugh out more than once. The book also
kept me hooked, and guessing all the way, with its race against the clock plot. And I have to say, rarely has the
ending of a book left me so unnerved. Lesley - please get that fifth book out soon!

**************************************

Venture capitalist-turned-lifestyle guru Blair Charlston has chosen a luxury hotel
on the outskirts of Stirling to deliver his message at a weekend retreat, and
Connor Fraser has taken on the contract for his security despite his dislike for
the man and his methods. Meanwhile, reporter Donna Blake is asking too many
questions about Charlston’s past – then a former colleague of hers is murdered,
and things get literally too hot to handle at the hotel...

The second in Neil Broadfoot’s Stirling-set series is just as fast-paced and actionpacked as the first, with plenty of his trademark crunching violence scattered
across the pages. His cast of characters will also grab your attention, from
Connor himself down to the smallest cameo designed to raise a smile in the
reader between bouts of menace and violence.
You can jump straight in to No Place To Die without reading series opener No
Man’s Land, though if you start at the beginning you get a richer experience.
Make Connor’s acquaintance now, and then you’ll be all set for the release of
The Point of No Return in September…
(This review was kindly supplied by Louise Fairbairn - thank you)
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Criminal lockdown treats

** NEW**MUST-HAVE**
Celebrating the gritty world of tartan noir, this upbeat, informed
and engaging weekly podcast, showcases the genre’s very
best work. Presented by author and broadcaster Theresa
Talbot, who’s joined each week by a special guest (fellow
authors, journalists or celebrity fans) the show previews and
reviews new releases, and has up to date info on what’s hot in
the world of crime writing. Working in collaboration with
existing literary festivals Bloody Scotland, Aye Write! and the
Edinburgh Book Festival, The Tartan Noir Show also features
exclusive live event recordings plus special live event editions
of the show. Upcoming guests and pre-recorded content
includes world renowned names such as Val McDiarmid,
Denise Mina, Christopher Brookmyre, Ian Rankin with Nicola
Sturgeon, Peter May, Stuart Macbride, Liam MciIvanney, Irvine
Welsh and more!
Details and news, see @TBLTartanNoir

The Stay-at Home! Festival is a free online festival with
workshops, readings, panels and Q&A sessions by writers of
all genres that people all over the world can enjoy from their
sofa. The programme covers a wide range of subjects from
27th March until 11th April 2020, with a wide rage of subjects.
To join in, simply click on the web link provided on each event
of the programme at the indicated start time – no need to
register.
@StayatHomefest
https://stayathomefest.wordpress.com

Bookish plans cancelled due to
Coronavirus? Join us for the
Social Distance Book Fest, a
virtual book festival! Arriving April
25, 2020
@SocDistBookFest

Avon Books are running their first
ever virtual festival. You’ll find full
details of the schedule below.
Tickets are free - be sure to leave
your email address when you
order a ticket, and you’ll be sent
the Zoom link to watch the event
https://www.avonbooks.co.uk/av
on-book-fest/

Virtual Crime Book Club
Rebecca Bradley is re-starting her
Virtual Crime Book Club, reading
a book a month and chatting
about what you’ve read. Details
and sign-up form:
landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/l
anding/e4i2n9
@RebeccaJBradley
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More to read this month

Kill Our Sins by J M Dalgliesh
1st April
When the mutilated remains of a woman are retrieved by local fishermen, it falls to DI Tom
Janssen and his team to identify how she came to be in the water and what put her there.
It remains to be proven if the woman's death was as a result of foul play or a tragic
accident. Matters thought settled a long time ago face intense scrutiny... attention that
some hoped would never come to pass. When childhood friends begin to question one
another, suddenly the long forgotten past comes to the fore. This is the third book in the
Hidden Norfolk Murder Mystery Series.
Arrowood and the Thames Corpses by Mick Finlay
2nd April
South London, 1896. William Arrowood, Victorian London’s less salubrious private
detective, is paid a visit by Captain Moon, the owner of a pleasure steamer moored on the
Thames. He complains that someone has been damaging his boat, putting his business
in jeopardy. Arrowood and his trusty sidekick Barnett suspect professional jealousy, but
when a shocking discovery is pulled from the river, it seems like even fouler play is afoot.
It’s up to Arrowood and Barnett to solve the case, before any more corpses end up in the
watery depths.
The Last Crossing by Brian McGilloway
2nd April
“Moving and powerful, this is an important book which everyone should read.” Ann
Cleeves
Tony, Hugh and Karen thought they’d seen the last of each other thirty years ago. But
when they are asked to reunite - to lay ghosts to rest for the good of the future - they all
have their own reasons to agree. As they take the ferry from Northern Ireland to Scotland
the past is brought in to terrible focus - some things are impossible to leave behind. In The
Last Crossing memory is unreliable, truth shifts and slips and the lingering legacy of the
Troubles threatens the present once again.

Strangers by CL Taylor
2nd April
Ursula thinks she killed the love of her life.
Gareth’s been receiving strange postcards.
And Alice is being stalked.None of them are used to relying on others – but when the three
strangers’ lives unexpectedly collide, there’s only one thing for it: they have to stick
together. Otherwise, one of them will die.

The Dee Valley Killings by Simon McCleave
3rd April
Can DI Ruth Hunter catch a crazed psychopath who seems intent on destroying her life?
She hopes that settling in Snowdonia will melt away the grief of a missing partner. Burying
herself in her work, she senses that her current missing persons case isn't all that it seems.
When a man's body turns up torn to pieces, Ruth realises that she is now tracking a deadly
serial killer. She soon has a prime suspect in her sights - although he seems to always be
one step ahead of them. When the killer begins to claim a personal connection to her,
Ruth fears a grisly end to her and her family.
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More to read this month

Buried Deepby Susan Wilkins
6th April
Detective Megan Thomas moved to Devon for a fresh start, after years spent undercover.
On her first day back, she’s called to a murder. The body lies deep in an underground
bunker, and when Megan forces herself to look, it triggers a panic attack. Her memories are
too powerful to be buried – maybe too powerful to let her do her job. But when another
body is found on the stretch of beach where she swims every day, Megan remembers
why she joined the force, and what she’s fighting for. The victim came to the police for
help, and Megan knows they failed her. She won’t rest until she gets answers.
Blood Red City by Rod Reynolds
11th April
When crusading journalist Lydia Wright is sent a video of an apparent murder on a
London train, she thinks she’s found the story to revive her career. But she can’t find a
victim, much less the killers, and the only witness has disappeared. Wary she’s fallen for
fake news, she begins to doubt her instincts – until a sinister call suggests that she’s not
the only one interested in the crime. She soon finds the story leads through a nightmare
world, where money, power and politics intersect … and information is the only thing more
dangerous than a bullet.
Hold Your Breath by BP Walter
16th April
Kitty Marchland has always known that her family aren’t like others. But when her father
uproots them to a remote cottage in the woods, she realises that her parents are keeping
secrets from her – secrets that could unravel everything. Years later, Kitty starts to question
what really happened out in the forest. When the police revisit a suspicious death, she
must examine her most painful memories – and this time, there’s nowhere to hide…

Silent Cry by Jenny O’Brien
17th April
Five years ago, Izzy Grant’s boyfriend Charlie took their newborn daughter Alys out for a
drive. They never came back. After years of waiting, Izzy has almost given up hoping that
they’re still alive – until a note is pushed through her door telling her they’re fine, not to look
for them. Suddenly the case is top priority again, and Izzy is swarmed with faces from the
past: the detective who was first on the scene to help; an old friend who vanished not
long after Alys and Charlie. Her only ally is DC Gabriella Darin, recently transferred from
Cardiff and fleeing a painful past of her own.
Broken by Don Winslow
16th April
In six intense, haunting short novels, Don Winslow creates a world of high-level thieves
and low-life crooks, obsessed cops and jaded private detectives, dope dealers and
government agents, bounty hunters and fugitives. Diverse and richly drawn, these
characters – some familiar, others new – are lost souls driving without headlights on the
dark highway of modern America. Set in New Orleans and Hawaii, Southern California
and south Texas, each story in this collection is distinctively Winslow, shaped by his
trademark blend of insight, humanity, humor, drama, and consummate literary
craftsmanship.
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More to read this month
The Burying Place by Vicky Jones & Claire Hackney
19th April
Amanda Walker’s mother is missing. Detective Inspector Rachel Morrison has no leads on
the case and time is running out. Amanda appeals to the public, but when no one comes
forward, she chooses to immerse herself within a murderous underground group she
believes is responsible for her mother’s disappearance.The only person she confides in is
her best friend Poppy.But will the group believe Amanda’s cover story?Or is time running
out for her as well?

Payback by Claire MacLeary
23rd April
When the body of an Aberdeen socialite is discovered, the police are under pressure to
come up with answers, fast. The last thing they want is the distraction of a series of baffling
break-ins. The victims, all of them women, are terrorised: just how did the intruder know so
much about them? Meanwhile, local PIs Maggie Laird and Wilma Harcus are at rock
bottom, their bills mounting. As Maggie prepares to sell her home and contemplates
dissolving the agency, Wilma goes off-piste to get a loan. But when the clock starts ticking
on repayment, she realises the price is too high.
Broken Silence by Liz Mistry
24th April
When DS Felicity Springer is reported missing after a police training conference, the
countdown to find her begins… With Felicity missing and no knowledge of whether she is
dead or alive, DS Nikki Parekh and DC Sajid Malik race to find their friend and colleague.
But Felicity was harbouring a terrible secret, and with her life now hanging in the balance,
Nikki can only hope that someone will come forward and break the silence…

The Last Bloody Straw by JD Kirk
27th April
Tormented by the recent loss of a colleague, DCI Jack Logan is on the warpath,
determined to bring down all those he holds responsible for the officer's death. His quest
for revenge is cut short when a woman's body turns up on the remote island of Canna,
and Jack is summoned to investigate. As a storm closes in, Jack finds himself cut-off from
the rest of the world, with, only DC Neish for company. With time running out before the
ferries resume, Jack must act fast to crack the case before the killer can escape. But with
the victim widely hated on the island, everyone on it is a potential suspect. Even the
scarecrow.
The Mist by Ragnar Jónasson
30th April
1987. An isolated farm house in the east of Iceland.The snowstorm should have shut
everybody out. But it didn't.The couple should never have let him in. But they did.An
unexpected guest, a liar, a killer. Not all will survive the night. And Detective Hulda will be
haunted forever . . .
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Don't miss...

One of our favourite
authors, Jackie Baldwin,
has had to cancel the
Waterstones launch of her
new book, Avenge the
Dead, so let's help spread
the love. Here's what others
are saying about the latest
in her series...
Volker Kutscher’s GEREON RATH
*Dark, twisting and utterly absorbing; this
MYSTERIES is the international bestselling
series just gets better and better’ M. W. Craven.
German detective series behind Sky
*An extraordinarily well crafted police
Atlantic’s Babylon Berlin. Season 3 of the TV procedural. A real page turner’ Tana Collins
show is airing on Sky at the moment, and is *Gripping … a compelling and authentic pageon NOW TV for binge watching during
turner’ Sunday Mail
quarantine. The series is set in 1930s Berlin, *A thrilling, pacy police procedural with a very
a hotbed of vice and organised crime.
humane heart beating at its core’ Caro Ramsey
When Inspector Gereon Rath leaves
*British crime fiction has a rising star. DI Frank
Cologne to join Berlin’s murder squad, he
Farrell is flawed, layered and utterly compelling.
cannot begin to imagine the brutality and
The plot is intriguing, the supporting characters
complexity of the world he is stepping into
well-rounded, and the psychology of
as communists and Nazis struggle for
Catholicism is subtle and effective. A great
power.
read’ Mike Craven.
*Jackie Baldwin is an exciting author whose
September sees the release of The March
debut novel is one which will stay with me for a
Fallen, the next book in the series, but you
long time … the more I read, the faster I found
can get your hands on a free sampler of the myself turning the pages … I’m already
book (for UK only). Get in touch, and we’ll
wondering how long it’ll be before I can read
arrange for a copy to wing its way to you!
the next instalment’ CrimeSquad.com

****************************************
Join Marion Todd as she's quizzed by Elane and Sarah, live
publishing broadcasters I AM in print, about how she plots her
gripping Scottish police procedural series starring DI Clare
Mackay. Marion's third book is released in June, so you've time to
catch up with the first two in the series!
Wednesday 15th April at 7pm. Register at
event.webinarjam.com/register/9/xxnqkb3
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Don't forget...

Running weekly on Wednesdays at 7.30pm
Sign up to the newsletter to receive each week's details and to reserve your
'seat' on the night.
https://mailchi.mp/fbdd1aae09c9/noiratthebarsignupform?
fbclid=IwAR1ybRjcsyXnaxCD5Xvt8u9rzOIlEnHH6hNz9Jd3kD1J34heLfKsnftaZg

Noir at the Bar Edinbrugh will be on twice during April - on the 2nd and the 30th
Visit Honey and Stag for details.
https://www.facebook.com/HoneyStagEvents/

Want your books, events, appearances or what-not in next
month’s Crime Report? Drop me a line on Twitter
@JackieJamxx or on FaceBook at
www.facebook.com/WriterJackie

